THE BYLAWS

OF

HUDSON COUNTY FIRE PREVENTION & PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
ARTICLE I - ORGANIZATION
Section 1.
The Organization shall be known as “THE HUDSON COUNTY FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION ASSOCIATION”.

Section 2.
The Organization is a Chapter of the NEW JERSEY FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION ASSOCIATION.

ARTICLE II – PURPOSE
Section 1.
To promote the science and improve the methods of Fire Prevention and  Protection; to obtain and circulate information on these subjects; to secure the cooperation of its members, member groups, and the general public, in establishing and maintaining proper safeguards against loss of life and property of fire.

Section 2.
To join for mutual benefit those engaged primarily in the prevention of fire, protection of life and property, and control of arson.

Section 3.
To act as central agency for exchange of professional information between its members.

Section 4
To correlate the activities of its members toward the reduction of fire waste.

Section 5
To educate the membership in the observance of the standards available for fire prevention, protection, and safety.
ARTICLE III – MEETINGS
Section 1.
Regular meetings shall be held on each odd numbered month, with a minimum of five (5) per year at the call of the Chair with the month of July excluded.  Additional meetings may be scheduled throughout the year; and scheduled meetings may be changed to accommodate Officers schedules and/or general membership.
Section 2.
Quorum.  Seven (7) members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

Section 3.
Meetings.  The President shall appoint a committee to arrange a place and program for each meeting.  The committee shall select a meeting place within Hudson County, except when the program selected declares otherwise.

Section 4.
Special Meetings. Special meetings shall be called for by the President or the Executive Board for a specific purpose.  No other Association Business shall be transacted.
Section 5.
Rules.   Robert’s Rule of Order shall govern the transactions of business at all meetings not otherwise provided in these By-Laws.
ARTICLE IV – MEMBERSHIP

Section 1.
Any municipality in Hudson County, New Jersey, shall be eligible for membership in the Hudson County Fire Prevention and Protection Association.

Section 2.
Any fire department, Fire Company, fire department member, Fire Inspector or licensed Fire Protection Inspector shall be eligible for membership in the Association.

Section 3.
Any industry or business in the state of New Jersey shall be eligible for an ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP in the Association.  They shall be entitled to a voice, but no vote.

Section 4.
Any individual having an interest in Fire Prevention shall be eligible for membership.

Section 5
Applications for membership shall be submitted to the Secretary, who in turn will submit them to the Officers and Executive Board at their next meeting; and it shall require a majority vote of the Board present at that meeting for acceptance.

Section 6
LIFE MEMBERSHIP shall be extended to past Presidents, and to any other member who has made a substantial contribution to the good and welfare of the Association, when approved by the Executive Board.  Life Membership shall be exempt from all dues or assessments; and shall have voting rights on all matters brought before the membership.
ARTICLE V – OFFICERS

Section 1
The elected Officials governing this Association shall consist of:
a. President

b. Vice President

c. Secretary

d. Treasurer

e. Sergeant at Arms

Section 2
The President shall be a full member of this association for a minimum of two (2) years.
Section 3
All Officers shall be a FULL MEMBER of good standing of this Association.
Section 4
Vacancies
Vacancies in elective office shall be filled by the Executive Board until the next regular election.

Section 5
The election of Officers shall be held at a regular meeting in November of every 2nd year (even).  The nominations of Officers shall take place at the September meeting prior.  Officers elected shall start their two (2) year term at the January Meeting.

Section 6.
Executive Board:
a) Shall consist of all elect officers, past Presidents.  The President may appoint two (2) members from the general membership to serve on the Executive Board.

b) Executive Board Members shall have individual or Live Membership status.

c) If bonding is requested by the Board.  The Executive Board shall be responsible for the bonding of the Treasurer in a reputable and sound bonding company.
d) The Executive Board shall be responsible for executing the purpose of the organization.

e) At an Executive Board meeting a minimum of three (3) members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

Section 7
No more than one (1) member of a municipality shall be an Officer of the Hudson County Fire Prevention and Protection Association at one time.  The only exception shall be for the Secretary.
ARTICLE VI – DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Section 1.
As outlined in Roberts Rules of Order, the President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Sergeant at Arms has specified duties to fulfill.  The Office of Secretary shall be separated into two (2) positions if needed.
a. Secretary to carry out day to day duties.

b. Recording Secretary for meeting.

ARTICLE VII – COMMITTEES

Section 1
Nominating Committee

a. Shall consist of a chairman appointed by the President and four (4) members, each from different municipalities.

b. It shall be the duty of the Nominating Committee to report to the Secretary of the Association, at least one (1) meeting previous to the meeting for election of Officers, a list of nominations for officers, the list to be signed by the Nomination Committee.  The Secretary shall at once submit such a list to the organization membership.

Section 2
Auditing Committee
The books of the Association shall be audited at any time during each year.
Section 3
Legislative Committee
It shall be the responsibility of the Legislative Committee to study bills offered in the legislature which has an impact on the Fire Prevention and Fire Protection problems in the State of New Jersey.  The Committee shall suggest and advise the Officers and membership on the course of action to be taken with said bills, in the best interest of Fire Prevention and Protection.
Section 4
Standing Committee 

The President and the Executive Board shall establish such additional permanent Committees as are necessary to carry out the objectives of the Association.  Committees so formed shall report regularly to the membership on their activities.  The Executive Board shall periodically review all standing committees and recommend whatever changes it deems necessary, including dissolving of inactive committees.

Section 5
Ad Hoc Committee
The President may from time to time appoint special committees for specific purposes.  These as Hoc Committees are considered temporary and when the purpose for which they have been established has been completed; they shall be excused by the President.
ARTICLE VIII – ORGANIZATION REPRESENTATION, AFFILATION, AND CHAPTERS

Section 1
In response to invitation, the President may appoint a delegate or delegates to represent the Association at meetings of other organizations.

Section 2
The President with the approval of the Executive Board shall nominate members for consideration by appropriate appointing authorities for membership on appointed Board of Committees of State Agencies.

ARTICLE IX
DUES AND VOTING

Section 1
The dues for each Fire Department, municipality, or organization shall be One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) per calendar year and is known as Associate Membership.

Section 2
Individual Membership shall be Twenty Dollars ($20.00) per calendar year.
Section 3
Voting

Each Associate Member, Fire Department, municipality, or organization shall be permitted no more than ten (10) members at a meeting and will be entitled to one (1) vote.  Each person holding an Individual Membership is entitled to one (1) vote.  Life Members are entitled to one (1) vote.

ARTICLE X
AMENDMENTS

Section 1
These articles may be amended at any regular meeting by a two-third vote of the voting members present, due notice of the proposed amendments having been given each organization member at least one regular meeting in advance.

Section 2
These By-Laws may be suspended for not longer than the duration of a meeting by two thirds vote of the members present.

Section 3
All approved amendments shall be indicated by date and listed by ARTICLE XII – APPROVALS
ARTICLE XI – ORDER OF BUSINESS

Before the start of every meeting (regular or special) the Presiding Officer shall appoint the Sergeant at Arms or other members to check all means of egress to be certain that they are functional and clear.  He shall report their location to the members and then lead the membership in a salute to the flag of the United States.

1. Roll Call/Call to ORDER
2. Reading of previous meeting minutes
3. Reading of Communications and Bills

4. Treasurer’s Report

5. Report of Executive Committee

6. Report of Standing and Ad Hoc Committees

7. Nomination of Officers

8. Election of Officers

9. Application for membership or Chapter Affiliation

10. Election to membership or Chapter Affiliation

11. Payment of Dues

12. Unfinished Business

13. New Business

14. Good and welfare

15. Adjournment

ARTICLE XII
APPROVALS

Section 1
These Articles shall be known as the Initial By-Laws of the Hudson County Fire Prevention and Protection Association.

Section 2
Amendments and Approvals:
a. All amendments conforming to Article X shall be indicated below.
b. Information shall include:
1. Date

2. Article and Section Amended

3. Signature of the President

Section 3
Initial By-Laws of the Hudson County Fire Prevention and Protection Association approved by vote of the Membership, this date:  ________________________.
Attested to by the Executive Board and effected this date: _____________________________.

President:

_______________________________________

Vice President:
_______________________________________

Treasurer

_______________________________________

Secretary:

_______________________________________
July 15, 2009

MEL/


