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TO:

Fire Officials
FROM:
Louis Kilmer, Chief, Bureau of Fire Code Enforcement
DATE:

August 12, 2010


SUBJECT:
School Fire Evacuation Drills
On January 11th of this year P.L. 2009, c. 178 was signed into law.  This statute supplements and amends Title 18A.  Specifically, it establishes requirements for all schools to address school security through the delivery of training to staff and the development of policies and procedures. In addition, the legislation amends the requirement for two fire drills per month to one fire drill and one school security drill per month.

To comply with this statute the Division of Fire Safety is proposing an amendment to the State Fire Prevention Code.  This amendment, which was endorsed by the Fire Code Advisory Council and the New Jersey Fire Safety Commission, reduces the number of fire drills that a school must conduct to one per month.

We do not anticipate this rule amendment to be proposed and adopted by the start of the school year.  Therefore, to meet the intent of the statute and the proposed amendment we are strongly recommending that all LEA’s immediately accept one fire drill per month.  Once the proposal is adopted the appropriate replacement pages for the Fire Code will be provided in the following Code update.

If you have any questions, please contact the Bureau of Fire Code Enforcement at 609-633-6132.

Division of Fire Safety
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